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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Asher et 
al. (USPN 5,958,780). 

Asher discloses a method for marking a liquid and a method for identifying 
marked liquids that comprises marking a liquid for identification purposes with at least a 
first marker and a second marker. Each of the markers is miscible with the liquid. The 
markers are mixed in the liquid so that the ratio of the concentration of the first marker 
to the concentration of the second marker is substantially equal to a predetermined 
value. Thus, when a system according to the invention measures the concentrations of 
the first and second markers, the system can compare the ratio of the measured 
concentration of the first marker to the measured concentration of the second marker 
with a look up table of the predetermined values to provide information concerning the 
identity of the liquid. In a preferred embodiment, the concentration of the markers is 
measured using an absorption spectrometer. When using an absorption spectrometer 
to measure the concentration of the markers, each of the markers has an absorbance 
spectrum with at least one wavelength range where the marker's absorbance is 
differentiate from the absorbance of the background liquid and any other marker in the 
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liquid (abstract). Each detector 20a and 20b is assigned to a specific fuel marker of 
interest, each detector's input is limited to that narrow portion of the mid-IR spectrum as 
associated wit ha selected vibration mode signature which has been determined to be 
characteristic of the assigned fuel marker (col. 5, lines 24-29). Displays 32 and 34 are 
provided for indication of the fuel identity and fuel adulteration. Cyanobenzene and 
isotopically enriched cyanobenzene are two markers that can be employed (example 1). 
See also claims 1-5 and 9-14. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAM P. SIEFKE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1262. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on 571-272-1700. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Samuel P Siefke/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



